The Texas Best Technician Competition

The Texas Best Technician Competition was held at Spring ISD Transportation Center on March 27.  We had 16 Technicians and 16 Inspectors representing 14 Districts from across Texas from Frisco to Pearland and Kerrville to Spring.  The technicians are required to find defects on three buses.  In the technician competition each technician is given a scenario that was reported by the driver and it is the technician’s responsibility to find the problem and correct it.  In each of the three sections the technicians has 15 minutes to diagnose the problem.  They are judged on proper use of tools, using safety equipment and diagnosing the problem.  During the competition one station is timed, if there is a tie the technician with the shortest time will be the winner.  There is also a written test taken by each technician.  The test consists of 40 questions of problems experienced while working on school buses.  The written test is 50% and the problem solving is 50% of the final score.  

 

The inspection side of the competition consists of three buses in which several defects have been installed on the buses.  The inspector is given 15 minutes on each bus to find the created defects. One bus has defects inside the buss, one the defects are under the hood and the 3rd the defects are under the bus.  Safety equipment must be used while inspection is completed. Most buses have more than the created defects so the technician must quickly and confidentially to get the bus inspected.  One section is timed to determine the winner in case of a tie. The written test consists of 50 questions and the scoring is 40% for the test and the inspection is 60% of the score.

 

The winners of the Texas Best Technician Competition will attend the Americas Best Competition in Jasper, Indiana in September.  Some of their expenses are paid by Hydrotex.

 

The winners for the Texas Best Technician Competition are:  Technicians:  1st place, Scott Bettinger, Temple ISD, 2nd place, Josh Nordin, Frisco ISD and 3rd place, Terry Dickey, Santa Fe ISD.  The Inspector division winner are:  1st place, Kevin Vollweiler, Frisco ISD, 2nd place Bobby Williams, Spring ISD and 3rd place Matthew Johnson, Taylor ISD.  
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